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Educating the next 
generation of Re-entry 
Leaders and Advocates 
and exalting those 
currently involved!

reentryalliancela.com
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“Louisiana incarcerates more people, per capita, than any other 

state in the country, according to a new report from the federal 

government. “What cannot be lost or discounted is the fact that the 

historic and bipartisan criminal justice reforms Gov. Edwards signed 

into law in 2017 are working,” Pastorick said. 

(Communications, LA Department of Safety & 

Corrections) “State lawmakers can take more 

steps to bring down the population without 

threatening public safety, ACLU of Louisiana 

Director Alanah Odoms-Hebert said.  We’ve got 

to do what we can to get people out of prison 

that shouldn’t otherwise be there, recognizing 

that these are our citizens…the right thing is 

to have people home with families so they pay 

taxes, they can take care of their families, they 

can educate themselves and be productive 

members of society,” she said.” (WDSU, October 26, 2020)

(https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/crime/despite-reforms-louisiana-s-incarceration-

rate-leads-the-nation/ar-BB1aphkJ)

Re-Entry service providers are working extremely hard to reduce 

recidivism of those they are serving. Educating community reentry 

supporters and advocates will assist the service providers in recruiting 

knowledgeable staff and volunteers. This symposium is designed 

to give targeted perspectives from those who are doing the work.  

We hope you will expand your background of knowledge. Re-Entry 

Alliance for Louisiana hopes to change the narrative regarding reentry 

in Louisiana and encourage more citizens to get involved in this effort!
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FIRST RE-ENTRY VIRTUAL SYMPOSIUM
AGENDA AT A GLANCERREEAALL  RRee--EEnnttrryy  VViirrttuuaall  SSyymmppoossiiuumm  

 

 
TIME SLOT 

 
PRESENTER SLOT 1 

  
PRESENTER SLOT 2 

 
PRESENTER SLOT 3 

 
 
8:15 to 8:30 

 
REAL President  Convocation 
Sondra Redmon, Alexandria, LA 

 
8:30 to 9:20 Opening Plenary — Sr. Helen Prejean 

Author, Speaker, Activist  
 

9:20 to 9:30 Transition  
9:30 to 10:30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reentry Organizations as 
Advocates & Opportunities 
for Volunteerism: 
The Bail Project, Charisse 
Queen Haile and Ashley 
White; Clean Slate 
Community Coalition,  
Sherie Thomas; Court Watch 
- NOLA, Darrin Browder, JD 
PREACH, Rev Alexis Anderson 
Member- East Baton Rouge 
Parish Prison Reform 
Coalition; 
Moderator; Candy 
Christophe, REAL, Board 
Member, Alexandria, LA. 

  Legal Barriers to 
Reentry: State of 
the Law & 
Opportunities for 
Reform: 
Justice 
Accountability 
Center 
Panel led by 
Elizabeth Owen, JD 
Vanessa Spinzola, 
Sarah Whittington, 
Tasha Williams, 
Tony Green, Edward 
Holmes and Ben 
Zucker, STEP UP 
Louisiana 

 

10:30 to 11:30 Federal System and Reentry: 
Maneuvering Barriers 
Saad Soliman, Founder 
Piece by Peace 

 

11:30 to 12:30  LUNCH BREAK   

12:30 to 1:30 Conversation with a 
formerly incarcerated 
woman: 
Ivy Mathis, New Orleans   
Moderator – Ann Zanders, 
REAL Board 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Reentry Service 
Providers  & 
Opportunities for 
Volunteerism: 
Thelma French,  
CEO TCA, New 
Orleans- Wrap 
around services; 
Brian Sleeth,   
Exec. Dir. Christian 
Outreach,  
Employment and 
Training; 
Verna Bradley 
Jackson, Exec. 
Director, One Touch 
Ministry Re-Entry 
Housing Specialist  

The root causes of 
Louisiana’s over-
incarceration 
problem, recent 
reforms, and 
ongoing initiatives: 
Norris Henderson, 
Executive Director 
of Voice of The 
Experienced 
(VOTE - NOLA) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



1:30 to 1:40 Transition 

1:40 to 2:50 

1:40 to 2:50 

FIP Men’s Panel: Barriers to 
successful reintegration  
Moderator: 
Renard Thomas, Activist & 
Entrepreneur, New Orleans; 
Panelists: 
Sammie Crawford, Owner – 
Bonekrusher Youth Program 
Terrence Winn, Priorities 
Intentions Practical 
Exchanges (PIPE) - Exec. Dir. 
Troy Rose – FIP and 
Community Organizer 

3:00 to 3:30 Closing Plenary Barbara Major— The People’s Institute 
National Trainer— Undoing Racism® Community Organizing Workshop 

3:30 to 4:00 Closing Remarks – REAL President 

FIRST RE-ENTRY VIRTUAL SYMPOSIUM
AGENDA AT A GLANCE
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PLENARY SPEAKERS
The Reentry Alliance for Louisiana (REAL) is pleased to announce the               
FIRST RE-ENTRY VIRTUAL SYMPOSIUM providing up-to-date information 
on successful re-entry best practices. In this difficult year of a pandemic and 
natural disasters, the re-entry community has been hit the hardest. REAL’s 
Board sincerely hopes these sessions provide a real persepective on Re-Entry 
from those presenting.

             “The wise build bridges, the foolish build barriers…”
                                         African Proverb — King of Wakanda, T’Challa, Movie: Black Panther

MORNING PLENARY:  8:30 - 9:20 AM

SISTER HELEN PREJEAN
Sister Helen Prejean, Author, Speaker, Activist is known around the world for her 
tireless work against the death penalty. She has been instrumental in sparking 
national dialogue on capital punishment and in shaping the Catholic Church’s 
vigorous opposition to all executions. 

Born on April 21, 1939, in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, she joined the Sisters of St. 
Joseph in 1957. She worked as a high school teacher and served as the Religious 
Education Director at St. Frances Cabrini Parish in New Orleans before moving into 
the St. Thomas Housing Project in the early ’80s. 

In 1982, Sister Helen began corresponding with Patrick Sonnier, who had been 
sentenced to death for the murder of two teenagers. Two years later, when Patrick 
Sonnier was put to death in the electric chair, Sister Helen was there to witness 
his execution. In the following months, she became spiritual advisor to another 
death row inmate, Robert Lee Willie, who was https://sisterhelen.org/wp-content/
uploads/hp_scott_langley_13.jpg to meet the same fate as Sonnier. 

After witnessing these executions, Sister Helen realized that this lethal ritual would remain unchallenged unless 
its secrecy was stripped away, and so she sat down and wrote a book, Dead Man Walking: An Eyewitness 
Account of the Death Penalty in the United States. That book ignited a national debate on capital punishment 
and spawned an Academy Award winning movie, a play, and an opera. 

Sister Helen’s second book, The Death of Innocents: An Eyewitness Account of Wrongful Executions, was 
published in 2004; and her third book, River of Fire: My Spiritual Journey, in August, 2019

AFTERNOON PLENARY: 3:00 - 3:30 PM

BARBARA CRAIN MAJOR
Barbara Crain Major, BA, MSW, is an Anti- Racist community organizer and 

trainer with over Forty years’ experience in many local, national, and international 
community development efforts. Ms. Major is a native of New Orleans and 
Franklinton Louisiana. Her work includes nurturing leadership development and 
assisting institutions and organizations in developing strategies to identify, de-
institutionalize racism and institutionalize Anti-Racism. 

She was director of the St. Thomas Health Clinic, which was the first clinic in the 
nation to declare racism as the number one health risk in the African American 
Community. 

After Hurricane Katrina, Ms. Major, was named by then Mayor C. Ray Nagin and 
Then President George Bush to Co-Chair the Bring Back New Orleans Commission. 
She continues to work as an Anti-Racist consultant and trainer locally, nationally, 
and internationally. She has also served on numerous boards and commissions 
locally and nationally. At present, she is the Co-Facilitator for The Collaborative, a local organizing effort to 
ensure economic equity in New Orleans, she is an Anti-Racism Trainer with numerous organizations including 
The Peoples Institute for Survival and Beyond, Board Chair of Robert R. Moton Charter School and Special 



SYMPOSIUM SPEAKERS
 [ in Alphabetical Order ]

REV. ALEXIS ANDERSON
Alexis Anderson is an ordained servant teacher, minister and the founder and 
Executive Director of PREACH.  Rev. Anderson serves on the Louisiana Mental 
Health Advisory Board, the Committee to Support Healthcare Equity, the 19th 
JDC Domestic Violence Specialty Court Planning Workgroup, the Justice and 
Accountability Center of Louisiana Board and is the Life Skills Chair of the Capital 
Area LA-PRI IST Committee.  She is a member of the Prison Subcommittee of 
the Louisiana Stop Solitary Coalition 
Rev. Alexis Anderson is a proud member of the East Baton Rouge Parish Prison 
Reform Coalition.  

DARRIN BROWDER
Court Watch NOLA hired Darrin Browder in May 2018, its new Chapter 
Development Specialist to expand the model nationally. Darrin’s experience as 
a law clerk at the Louisiana Supreme Court and Orleans Criminal Court for the 
last five years has given him a keen insight into the inner workings of the criminal 
court. A Southern  University Law Center graduate, Darrin is committed to 
doing what is right. Darrin has been an adjunct professor teaching Criminal Law 
and Procedure, Courts, and Intro to Criminal Justice at SUNO.  Prior to working 
in Orleans Criminal District Court, he worked as an organizer for Restauarant 
Opportunity Center United where he helped start the New Orleans Chapter. 
Finally, Darrin has been a United State Soccer Federation Referee for the last 16 
years and is on the Louisiana State Soccer Referee Board.
 

SAMMIE CRAWFORD
In May 2018, Sammie Crawford, age 42, transformed a negative experience 

from his youth into something positive for his community by opening the 
BoneKrusher Youth Boxing Program. Crawford, like most youth, made 
bad decisions at a young age and the focus of his program is to help kids 
avoid making those same decisions. He believes that boxing changed his 
life, and the discipline of the sport helped him become a better person. 
His program is intended to help youth focus on fitness and positive life 
decisions. Crawford acknowledges that not all kids have an adult role 
model, and he wants to be that for them. BoneKrusher is a boxing gym 
for both adults and children, men and women. Not only is BoneKrusher 
a boxing gym, but they also offer a variety of fitness programs for adults and children. They offer a 
youth program that helps build self-discipline, confidence, work ethic, and self-esteem.
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SYMPOSIUM SPEAKERS  [CONTINUED]

THEMLA FRENCH
Thelma Harris French is the President/CEO of Total Community Action of 

New Orleans, whose mission is to reduce poverty in our community through 
collaboration with other agencies and by providing human services, experiences 
and opportunities that move persons from poverty to self-sufficiency. Ms. 
French has a long and extensive background in human service and workforce 
programming, professional development and technical assistance. She is a 
certified trainer, strategic planning facilitator and consultant. Mrs. French has 
over forty–five years of experience in public administration, serving in appointed 
positions at the state, municipal and school board. Thelma holds a bachelor’s 
degree from Dillard University and a Masters in Sociology from University of 
Houston, public administration certification from Governmental Services Institute of Louisiana State 
University. 

TONY GREEN 
Tony is a formerly incarcerated person and a member-leader of Step Up 

Louisiana. Tony volunteers with the First 72+ and is active with his mosque 
Masjid-ur-Rahim in New Orleans.

CHARESSE “QUEEN” HAILE 
C.D. “Queen” Haile, J.D. is a Bail Disruptor in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Prior to 

joining the Bail Project, Queen was a student attorney at the Southern University 
Law clinic, serving the low-income community of East Baton Rouge Parish. She 
has assisted the indigent community in matters of family law, social security, 
disaster relief, criminal law, and expungements. 

Queen graduated from Southeastern Louisiana University with a B.A. in Spanish 

and a minor in Italian. She received her M.A. in Social Sciences from Southern 
University of Baton Rouge, and has a Juris Doctor from Southern University Law 
Center. Queen specializes in Criminal Pre-Trial and Cannabis Law. 

EDWARD HOLMES 
Edward is a formerly incarcerated person and a member-leader of Step Up 
Louisiana. Edward participated in toastmasters and works as a machine 
operator and forklift operator at Unistar Plastics in Elmwood, LA



SYMPOSIUM SPEAKERS  [CONTINUED]

VERNA BRADLEY-JACKSON 
Verna Bradley-Jackson has spent her adult life inspired by her love of the Lord and 
His love for His people. An entrepreneur at heart, Verna owned and managed The 
Great Hall Catering and Convention Center for 28 years and later The Bellemont 
Hotel. In 1997, she became involved in prison ministry focusing on housing as a 
barrier to successful reentry. Responding to the community’s need, she founded 
One Touch Ministry, providing housing for hundreds of formerly incarcerated 
individuals. She became a housing specialist, successfully navigating the path to 
reintegration with those she serves, using a faith based perspective.

As an integral part of her ministry, Verna Bradley-Jackson utilizes cognitive 
behavioral therapy, but also incorporate Moral Reconation Therapy, the Good Lives Program, and 
basic life/soft skills preparing many for their enhanced roles with their families and communities. 
Her program focuses on traditional relapse prevention, facilitating group sessions for clients under 
the supervision of Ms. Amanda Aten - LCSW. All re-entry services are presented in such a way to 
incorporate in her clients’ lives the appropriate skills for victory. Committed to her service ministry, 
Verna embraced all specialized trainings to put her ministry on firm footing.

Her certifications include Therapon Belief Therapist, Re-entry Crisis Counselor; Moral Reconation 
Therapy (MRT) therapist, a Biblical Teacher through New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary; 
and completed Prison Ministry Volunteer Training with the National Baptist 
Convention USA, Inc.

IVY MATHIS 
In 2018, Ivy Mathis became the first female juvenile lifer to be released in Louisiana. 

She was incarcerated at the age of 17 and served 26 years. VOTE- NOLA FIP

Campaign for the Fair Sentencing of Youth @theCFSY

SAAD SOLIMAN
Saad M. Soliman is the founding Executive Director of Peace by Piece Inc., serving 
Delaware. He is a Subject Matter Expert in the specialization of Reentry Evidence 
Based Practices/Implementation and Workforce Development, Supportive 
Integrated Housing, and Leadership Development. Soliman became the first 
directly impacted criminal justice involved person ever hired by the United States 
Attorney’s Office, District of Delaware in 2011 and was the Sr. Re-Entry Specialist 
for the United States Probation Office, District of Delaware. 

BRIAN SLEETH
Brian has been leading the Christian Outreach Center since 2013. He has a Bachelor 

of Arts from LSU; a Master of Divinity from Reformed Theological Seminary; a 
Doctor of Ministry from Covenant Theological Seminary; a Master of Science in 
Nonprofit Administration from LSU Shreveport; and is currently a PhD Student 
in Organizational Leadership at Carolina University. He has been a Pastor in the 
Presbyterian Church in America since 2007. 



SYMPOSIUM SPEAKERS  [CONTINUED]

VANESSA SPINAZOLA 
Vanessa Spinazola is the Executive Director of the Justice and Accountability 
Center (JAC). She leads a dedicated team of advocates and attorneys to 
eliminate obstacles to opportunity for people harmed by the criminal legal 
system through the implementation of strategic policy initiatives and the delivery 
of legal services. Under her leadership, the Louisiana Stop Solitary Coalition 
banned the use of solitary for pregnant women and reduced waiting periods 
for expungements. Prior to joining JAC, Vanessa served as a facilitator for the 
Greater New Orleans Funders Network’s Coastal Communities Action Table. She 
also was the Legislative & Advocacy Director for the American Civil Liberties 
Union of Nevada, where she connected people to policy at state and local levels, protecting and 
achieving gains in criminal, reproductive, immigrant, and voting justice. Upon returning to Louisiana, 
she served as Chief of Staff to New Orleans City Councilmember Susan Guidry, co-founded a social 
justice government relations firm, and worked as a public defender in Jefferson Parish. Vanessa 
earned her B.A. in Anthropology and Spanish Literature from Whitman College and her Juris Doctor 
from Loyola University New Orleans. 

SHERIE THOMAS 
As the founder and CEO of Medical Money Makers, Louisiana Healthcare Institute, 
Workforce & Development and The EpiCenter, Sherie utilizes her skills learned as 
a serial entrepreneur to teach others the code to the highest level. Completing 
a degree in Business Systems Analysis and Health Information Management, 
Sherie’s adventurous spirit has taken her all over the world facilitating others 
with her art of entrepreneurship, opening facilities from Louisiana to Puerto Rico.  
She has overcome many obstacles which sparked a passion to empower others. 
Sherie makes an influential impact on audiences all over the world teaching the secrets to building 
health and prosperity with her insatiable appetite for helping others maximize their potential.

ASHLEY WHITE  

Ashley White is a Bail Disruptor in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Prior to joining 
TBP, she completed a full-time Data Science Immersive at General Assembly 
in Washington, D.C., where she focused on real-world applications and social 
implications of machine learning and artificial intelligence. Ashley’s passion for 
social justice and determination to use data-driven activism to improve society 
was sparked by her upbringing in Baton Rouge, LA and her time living in Los 
Angeles.

Ashley started her career as a Strategy and Operations Consultant at Deloitte 
Consulting. She graduated with a BBA in Finance from Howard University.



SYMPOSIUM SPEAKERS  [CONTINUED]

SARAH WHITTINGTON 
Sarah Whittington is a staff attorney at the Justice and Accountability Center 
(JAC). Her legal practice is focused on reducing the collateral consequences of 
incarceration. Sarah works with various re-entry partners in the New Orleans 
area to remove barriers and overcome obstacles for reentry individuals through 
systemic advocacy and legal representation. She represents clients in resolving 
traffic matters, obtaining driver’s licenses, and expunging criminal records.  Prior 
to joining JAC, Sarah worked as a staff attorney with Southeast Louisiana Legal 
Services. Sarah is a 2015 graduate of Pennsylvania State University’s Dickinson 
School of Law and received her B.A. in History from Connecticut College                   
in 2006. 

TASHA WILLIAMS
Tasha is a formerly incarcerated woman and the Economic Justice Organizer at 

Step Up Louisiana. Before starting at Step Up, Tasha was an active member at 
VOTE, a member of the National Council of Incarcerated Women, and a mentor 
at Cease Fire.

TERRENCE WINN 
At the age of 16, he was tried by the state of  Louisiana as an adult in the Criminal 
Justice System and found guilty. The verdict led to a life sentence in which he 
served 30 years and 7 months (from 27 Dec ‘89 to 1 July 20). Since being freed 
(thanks to two US Supreme Court decisions 1 in 2012 Miller and 2 Montgomery 
2016) he has been the voice for change and stop the violence . 

As an agent of change, He established P.I.P.E. A non-profit organization which 
stands for Priorities Intentions Practical Exchanges. THe motto is: “Reversing 
the Flow”. This motto is geared towards reversing the flow of inner city streets 
to prison pipeline. The goal is to assist in changing the negative mindsets that 
often plague inner city communities. Negative thoughts often make those 
communities vulnerable to feeling invincible towards incarceration. They begin 
to think it just won’t happen to them. He  also assist those returning to society from the prison 
system. This assistance includes clothing, food, applying for benefits, employment and much more.

BEN ZUCKER
Ben is the Co-Founder and Co-Director of Step Up Louisiana. Ben organized 
fast food workers with the Fight For $15 campaign before co-founding Step Up 
in 2017.



RE-ENTRY ALLIANCE FOR LOUISIANA

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President, Sondra Redmon, Alexandria

Vice President, Renard Thomas, New Orleans

Treasurer, Verna Bradley-Jackson, Baton Rouge 

Secretary, Candy Christophe, Alexandria

MISSION
Reentry Alliance for Louisiana’s mission is to advocate, educate, 

and empower reentry stakeholders to enhance communities 
and the overall economy across Louisiana.

VISION
Reentry Alliance for Louisiana envisions a society where every community 

has the collaborative infrastructure to provide a seamless, sustainable, 
successful transition to community for all justice-involved people.

Dr. Janice Sneed, Shreveport

David Cressy, Hammond

Sammie Crawford, Monroe

Symposium Chairperson, Ann Zanders
Baton Rouge


